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Early 4-H projects include seed corn contests
Growing seed corn and baking bread were the first statewide 4-H club
projects. In 1904, T.A. Erickson, then Douglas County school superintendent,
organized seed corn contests for local boys and girls clubs. The aim was to
educate youth (and their parents) about raising better corn. Seeking wider
involvement, Erickson organized Minnesota's first county school fair, at
Nelson School in Alexandria. Project exhibits included corn, potatoes and
poultry.
Erickson, who became Extension's first state 4-H leader, wrote 4-H's
founding principles: to interest youngsters in county life, to teach kids and
adults at the same time, and to help the schools "teach boys and girls how to
do things worth while."?
Categories:
1900-1925,
Youth
